RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
on the land. Their standard of living, until they had made good, was not higher than that of an English agricultural labourer. Another point was the loneliness of their lives in the winter. This has been relieved now by the discovery of wireless, of the telephone and the production of very cheap motor cars ; but at the time of our visit it was very acute. A medical officer told my wife that many of his women patients deliberately unpicked their dresses in the winter so that they might find something to do in sewing them up again; without this they were liable to go off their heads.
Visit to Berlin, October
In October 1910 my wife and I went to Berlin to attend the celebration of the centenary of the foundation of Berlin University, where I was to represent Cambridge University. Just as we were about to start, my wife discovered that the hood of my doctor's gown was much too old and shabby to be worn on such an august occasion, so a new one had to be procured. There was no time to undo the parcel, so it was thrust into my portmanteau just as it came. This led to trouble with the custom-house at the frontier, for the hood when folded up is a peculiar-looking object, and the official when he opened the parcel wanted to know what it was. This took some time to explain ; then he wanted to know what it cost. Cambridge tailors do not send in the bill with the goods, so that I did not know, and this again took time to settle, and the result was that we very nearly missed the train. However, we arrived in Berlin safely, where we stayed with Professor and Mrs Warburg. Professor "Warburg was the 202